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Schedule of Planning Applications Committee Date: 15th October 2013 
 
Reference: 06/13/0447/SU 
                                                                                             Parish: Great Yarmouth 

Officer: Mrs M Pieterman 
Expiry Date: 17-10-2013 

Applicant: Great Yarmouth Borough Council 
 
Proposal: Change of use of hard and soft landscaped areas to car-park. 

Alterations including new replacement ice-cream parlour 
 
Site:  land north of the Marina Centre 
 
REPORT 

 
1. Background / History :- 

 
1.1 The Marina Centre is a well know leisure facility within the town and is located 

in the middle of the Golden Mile and is surrounded by the seafront 
Conservation Area. To the north of the site is the Pirates Cove crazy golf 
course and to the south is a small car park area. The remainder of the area is 
characterised by typical seaside attractions and shops. 

 
1.2 The site subject to this application is to the north of the Marina Centre and is 

sandwiched by the crazy golf course. It is currently under used at the rear of 
the centre although there are public toilets and an ice cream parlour. The front 
of the site is used for siting a mobile climbing wall. 

 
1.3 The whole area is within a Prime Holiday Area and a Conservation Area as 

defined in the adopted Great Yarmouth Borough Wide Local Plan. 
 
2. Consultations :- 

 
2.1 Article 8 Notice: 27 letter of objection and a 240 signature petition received 

mainly relating to: Loss of the toilets, parking spaces not needed, loss of an 
existing business (full copies are attached) 

 
2.2 Norfolk County Highways: No objection subject to the imposition of conditions 
 
2.3 GY Tourist Authority: No response received 
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2.4 Conservation Officer: sceptical of original plan and appears over-ambitious 
 
2.5 Strategic Planning: No response received 
 
2.6 Emergency Planning: No response received 
 
2.7 British Pipeline Agency: No response received 
 
3. Policy :-  

 

3.1 POLICY BNV10  
 

NEW DEVELOPMENT IN OR ADJACENT TO A CONSERVATION AREA 
WILL BE REQUIRED TO BE SYMPATHETIC TO THE CHARACTER OR 
APPEARANCE OF THE AREA IN TERMS OF SCALE, HEIGHT, FORM, 
MASSING, MATERIALS, SITING AND DESIGN. 

 
(Objective:  To retain and enhance the character and appearance of 
conservation areas.) 

 
3.2 POLICY BNV18  
 

THE COUNCIL WILL REQUIRE ALTERATIONS AND EXTENSIONS TO 
BUILDINGS TO BE SYMPATHETIC TO THE CHARACTER OF THE 
BUILDING TO BE EXTENDED AND TO ITS SETTING. 

 
4. Assessment :- 

 
4.1 The submitted application seeks approval for the change of use of the area to 

the north of the Marina Centre from general amenity space, with associated 
toilet block and ice cream parlour, which are to be removed. The ice cream 
parlour is to be replaced however the public toilet block will not be. New 
access to the car park will be from Marine Parade and the car park will be for 
use of Marina Centre users. Ticket machines will be on site but payment 
machines will be located in the foyer of the Marina Centre. 

 
4.2 The Marina Centre is undergoing significant investment and improvement 

over the next three years however it has always suffered from inadequate 
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parking and the proposal is to generate an additional 60 spaces, including 
disabled parking and motorcycle parking. 

 
4.3 The original application sought permission to demolish the entire toilet block 

to create parking and erect a new kiosk, however following considerable 
opposition the plans have been amended in order to retain some toilet 
facilities, a baby changing area and disabled toilets along with the new kiosk. 

 
4.4 The amended plans have reduced the number of parking spaces from 60 

spaces to 46; however this will still offer a significant amount of parking to the 
Marina Centre and will keep important local facilities for nearby businesses, 
locals and visitors to the area. 

 
4.5 There has been one letter received from the operator of the climbing wall that 

is located where the entrance of the car park is proposed, and that this 
development will result in the loss of his business. However, it is suggested 
that there may be other possible sites available along the seafront and that 
the Council’s Property Services department can assist in helping him find 
another pitch. The climbing wall is a very busy and popular feature and its 
loss would be unfortunate and detrimental to the seafront attractions and 
facilities and every effort should be made to accommodate this attraction 
elsewhere. 

 
4.6 Overall, the scheme is acceptable as it would generate the parking required 

for the Marina Centre and would maintain the local facilities as requested by 
opponents of the scheme, who generally have no objections to the proposal 
provided that the toilets are maintained and renovated. It would have a 
minimal impact on the visual amenities of the area and would not have an 
adverse impact on the surrounding Conservation Area. 

 
5. RECOMMENDATION :-  

 
5.1 Therefore, for the reasons given above the proposed development is 

considered acceptable and accords with the provisions of the adopted Great 
Yarmouth Borough Wide Local Plan and, in particular, BNV10 & BNV18. 

140



141



142



143



144



145



146



147



148



149



150



151



152



153



154



155



156



157



158



159



160



161



162



163



164



165



166



167



168



169



170



171



172




