
 

Standards Committee 

 

Date: Friday, 11 March 2016 

Time: 10:00 

Venue: Council Chamber 

Address: Town Hall, Hall Plain, Great Yarmouth, NR30 2QF 

 

AGENDA 

Open to Public and Press 

 

 

1 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

You have a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest in a matter to be 
discussed if it relates to something on your Register of Interests 
form. You must declare the interest and leave the room while the 
matter is dealt with. 

You have a Personal Interest in a matter to be discussed if it affects 
•    your well being or financial position 
•    that of your family or close friends 
•    that of a club or society in which you have a management role 
•    that of another public body of which you are a member to a greater 
extent than others in your ward. 
You must declare a personal interest but can speak and vote on the 
matter. 
 
Whenever you declare an interest you must say why the interest arises, so that it 
can be included in the minutes.  

 

  

2 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

To receive any apologies for absence.  
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3 EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC 

In the event of the Committee wishing to exclude the public from the 
meeting, the following resolution will be moved:- 
 
"That under Section 100(A)(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the 
public be excluded from the meeting for the following item of business on 
the grounds that it involved the likely disclosure of exempt information as 
defined in paragraph 1 of Part I of Schedule 12(A) of the said Act." 

 

  

4 MINUTES 

To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on 18 November 2015. 

 

3 - 4 

5 CODE OF CONDUCT COMPLAINT AGAINST COUNCILLOR 

JOHNSON 

 

 

  

a CODE OF CONDUCT COMPLAINT FORM FOR COUNCILLOR 

JOHNSON 

Report attached. 

 

5 - 13 

b INDEPENDENT PERSONS REPORT REGARDING COUNCILLOR 

JOHNSON 

Report attached. 

 

14 - 16 

c MONITORING OFFICERS REPORT REGARDING COUNCILLOR 

JOHNSON 

Report attached. 

 

17 - 17 
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Standards Committee  

 

Minutes 
 

Wednesday, 18 November 2015 at 14:00 
  

Present : 

 

Councillor Lawn (In the Chair), Councillors Andrews and Robinson-Payne. 

 

Councillor Jermany attended as a substitute for Councillor M Coleman. 

 

Also present were : 

Mr L Gent (Parish Council Representative), Mr C Skinner ( Monitoring Officer), Mr R 

Hodds (Deputy Monitoring Officer), Parish Councillor R Huxtable and Sarah Hunt (Martham 

Parish Council) 

 

 

1 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 1  
 
There were no declarations of interest. 

 

2 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 2  
 
An apology for absence was received from Councillor M Coleman. 

 

3 MINUTES 4  
 
 

4 CODE OF CONDUCT COMPLAINT AGAINST COUNCILLOR HUXTABLE 5
  
The committee considered the report of Mr D Johnson, Solicitor nplaw who had been 
appointed as the Investigating Officer into a complaint by Mr T Willis of 7 Pine Close 
Martham, that a Martham Parish Councillor Robert Huxtable had breached the Parish 
Council's Code of Conduct by failing to declare an interest as required by the code. 
The Monitoring Officer had concluded that there had been no breach of the code by 
Parish Councillor Huxtable but Mr Willis had exercised his right of appeal and had 
requested that the matter be considered by the Standards Committee. 
 
The Monitoring Officer reminded the Committee that they should decide if it considers 
a breach has occurred and if so what, if any, sanctions would be appropriate.  
 
The Monitoring Officer pointed out that the complainant Mr Willis had been invited to 
attend but had chosen not to do so. The Committee also considered comments made 
by Parish Councillor Huxtable and by the Parish Clerk of Martham Parish Council. 
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RESOLVED 
 
That having heard the evidence and having read the papers the Standards 
Committee conclude that no further action should be taken on this matter.  

 

5 CODE OF CONDUCT COMPLAINT AGAINST COUNCILLOR JOHNSON 6
  
The Committee agreed that in the absence of Parish Councillor Johnson this matter 
should be deferred to a future meeting. 

 

6 VACANCY FOR PARISH COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVE TO SERVE ON 
STANDARDS COMMITTEE.  7  
 
The Standards Committee considered applications for the Parish Council 
representative to serve on the Standards Committee from Mr P Manifold of Martham 
Parish Council and Mr H Webb of Caister on Sea Parish Council. 
 
RESOLVED 
 
That Council be recommended to agree that Mr P Manifold of Martham Parish 
Council be appointed as a Parish Council Representative to serve on the Standards 
Committee. 

 

The meeting ended at:  15:10 
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Christina L. Webb

From: Skinner, Chris <chris.skinner@norfolk.gov.uk>
Sent: 09 November 2015 19:54
To: Christina L. Webb
Subject: FW: FW: Investigation Report Cllr Huxtable 3-9-15 - Confidential

Hope this is what you need. This email provides the IP’s comments on the Bob Huxtable investigation report and on 
the complaint against Councillor Johnson. 
Chris 
 
From: Alex Oram [mailto:alex.oram@chi-assoc.com]  
Sent: 13 September 2015 20:32 
To: Skinner, Chris 
Subject: Re: FW: Investigation Report Cllr Huxtable 3-9-15 - Confidential 
 
HI Chris 
 
Based on the report and David's findings I think that the recommendations are fine. I hope that 
is sufficient - I am happy to draft a separate document going into more detail (though there is 
very little to comment on given the lack of information in the report - which is not a criticism 
given the detail of this specific complaint!)  
 
Looking back through emails I can see that I missed commenting in the other complaint relating 
to Martham Parish Council - sorry about that must have got lost in the pile I was dealing with 
when I got back from holiday. Not sure what you have done with that one, but for what its 
worth my position would be that it is not really in the public interest to be looking into 
potential breaches that appear to have been resolved (in that the member's register is now 
correct.)   My view is that you should initially ask the clerk to confirm that the Parish Council 
have had no dealings with Watea or Broadland Training Solutions since Councillor Johnson 
became a member in December 2013. If there have been no instances where Councillor 
Johnson's interests in these companies came up, I would write to Councillor Johnson reminding 
him of his obligations but advising that no further action is required in relation to this matter. 
 
Thanks Chris 
 
Alex 
 
 
Alex Oram 
ch&i associates 
www.chi-assoc.com 
 

Specialists in complex investigations | 253 Park Lane, Macclesfield, SK11 8AA | 07909 894 983 | enquiries@chi-assoc.com | www.chi-assoc.com
Company Number 7526331, registered at Companies House, Cardiff 

 
This communication is only for the use of the addressee. It may contain information which is legally privileged, confidential and exempt from disclosure. If you 
are not the intended recipient you must not read, copy, distribute or disseminate this communication or any attachments to anyone other than the addressee 
or use the information it contains. If you receive this communication in error, please telephone us on the number above at once. No responsibility is accepted 
by ch&i associates for personal e-mails, or e-mails unconnected with ch&i associates’ business. This email and all attachments have been checked for 
computer viruses. 
 
 
On 10 September 2015 at 16:15, Skinner, Chris <chris.skinner@norfolk.gov.uk> wrote: 

Alex 
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I would be grateful for your comments on this Investigation Report. Thanks. 

  

Chris Skinner, Solicitor 

nplaw 

01603 223736 

07796 941314 

chris.skinner@norfolk.gov.uk 

  

 

  

From: Johnson, David - nplaw  
Sent: 04 September 2015 14:57 
To: Skinner, Chris 
Subject: Investigation Report Cllr Huxtable 3-9-15 - Confidential 

  

  

  Chris, 

                  I have completed my report and here it is. I have not referred to the Independent Person – happy 
to do so if you think it appropriate in this case. 

  

David 

  

  

  

David Johnson 

Solicitor 

nplaw 
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01603 223247 

  

07796 941318 

  

-- 
 
To see our email disclaimer click here http://www.norfolk.gov.uk/emaildisclaimer 
 
 
-- 
 
To see our email disclaimer click here http://www.norfolk.gov.uk/emaildisclaimer 
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CODE OF CONDUCT COMPLAINT‐ MARTHAM PARISH COUNCIL 

 

1. Tom Willis made a Code of Conduct complaint against Mark Johnson, Chairman of Martham 

Parish Council, alleging that he had failed to declare on his register form a company in which 

he had an interest. The complaint form is at document “A”. 

2. Mark Johnson had formed Watea Limited in 2013 but did not declare his interest in it until 

this year. 

3. The Independent Member was consulted on the complaint and his view is at document “B”. 

The Monitoring Officer contacted the Clerk, as recommended, and ascertained that no 

issues concerning either company had come before the Parish Council. 

4. It was decided to take no action on the complaint; save to remind Mark Johnson that he 

should register interests on his form as soon as they arise. 

5. Tom Willis has asked the Standards Committee to reconsider the Monitoring officer’s 

decision. 
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