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Schedule of Planning Applications  Committee Date: 15 October 2013 
 
Reference: 06/13/0413/F 

         Officer: Mr G Clarke 
Expiry Date:  05-09-2013  

Applicant: Lidl UK GmbH 
 
Proposal: Provision of a left turn egress onto Pasteur Road from Lidl car park 
  
Site:  Lidl Foodstore 
  Pasteur Road 
  Great Yarmouth   
 
REPORT 
 
1 Background / History :- 

 
1.1 Members will recall that the planning application was deferred at the last 

meeting as the applicants had submitted further information and the Highway 
Authority had requested further time to consider the application 

 
1.2 The Lidl store is sited between Pasteur Road to the north west and Station 

Road to the south east, to the south west of the site is the B & M store and to 
the north east is the Thurlow Nunn car dealership.  There is a housing to the 
north east at Plevna Terrace and the main residential area of Southtown is on 
the opposite side of Station Road to the south east. 

 
1.3 There is currently vehicular access to the site from Pasteur Road and Station 

Road but egress is only permitted onto Station Road.  When the original 
planning application for the store was submitted in 2004 the proposed layout 
showed egress onto Pasteur Road but this was deleted at the request of the 
Highway Authority. 

 
1.4  This application is for the formation of a left turn egress onto Pasteur Road. 
 
2 Consultations :- 

 
2.1 Highways – Originally objected to the application but following the receipt of 

further information the objection has been withdrawn.  Highways are still 
concerned about the possibility of ‘rat running’ through the site and have 
requested that, if approved, a condition is imposed requiring the installation of a 
barrier so that only shoppers can use the exit.  Highways have also requested 
that other standard conditions regarding the construction of the access and 
visibility are imposed.  A copy of the Highways letter is attached. 
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2.2 Neighbour - A letter of objection has been received from the General Manager 
of  Thurlow Nunn, the objection is based on road safety grounds (copy 
attached). 

 
2.3 Highways Agency – As the application will not adversely affect the A12 Trunk 

Road at this location the Highways Agency has no objection. 
 
3 Policy :- 

 
3.1 POLICY TCM13 
 
 DEVELOPMENT WILL NOT BE PERMITTED WHERE IT WOULD 

ENDANGER HIGHWAY SAFETY OR THE SATISFACTORY FUNCTIONING 
OF THE LOCAL HIGHWAY NETWORK.  IN APPROPRIATE CASES A 
TRAFFIC IMPACT ASSESSMENT WILL BE REQUIRED TO DEMONSTRATE 
THAT DEVELOPMENT PROPOSALS CAN BE SATISFACTORILY 
ACCOMMODATED WITHIN THE HIGHWAY NETWORK TAKING INTO 
ACCOUNT ANY IMPROVEMENTS PROPOSED. 

 
 (Objective: To ensure that new development does not prejudice highway safety 

or the free flow of traffic.) 
 
4 Assessment :- 

 
4.1 The B & M store that adjoins the site has the same access and egress 

arrangements as the Lidl store, the site was originally granted planning 
permission as a DIY store in 1985 and the following condition was imposed on 
the consent :- 

 
“After the Great Yarmouth Western Bypass is completed and opened to traffic 
provision shall be made on the site for vehicles to leave the site only by the 
access in Station Road. Details of such provision shall be submitted to and 
approved by the Local Planning Authority after consultations with the highway 
authority before any development is commenced” 

 
4.2 At the time of that permission highways were concerned that if traffic left the 

site onto Pasteur Road it would cause added risk and potential danger to road 
users. 

 
4.3 When the application for the Lidl store was submitted highways were of the 

same opinion and asked for the site layout to be amended so that the vehicular 
access on the Pasteur Road side was access only and egress from the site 
should only be via Station Road. 

 
4.4 According to the submitted information the proposed egress onto Pasteur Road 

will help to reduce traffic congestion and queuing on Station Road which is 
partly caused by most of the traffic leaving the site having to pass through the 
traffic light controlled junction of Station Road with Southtown Road.  The 
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application includes a Highway Statement (copy attached) which explains the 
reasons for the application and a traffic/accident survey. 

 
4.5 As explained in paragraph 2.1, the County Council’s Highways Officer has re-

considered the application following the submission of further traffic information 
from the applicants and has now withdrawn the original objection.  Highways 
are still concerned that traffic using Station Road will cut through the site to 
avoid the traffic lights at the Southtown Road junction.  In order to prevent this 
‘rat running’ have requested that, if the application is approved, a condition is 
imposed requiring that a token or ticket operated barrier is installed to prevent 
non-Lidl traffic from using the new egress. 

 
4.6 An objection has been received from the manager of the adjoining car 

dealership who is concerned that egress on to Pasteur Road would be 
dangerous and that when the surrounding roads are blocked, traffic will cut 
through the Lidl car park.  If a barrier is installed as required by Highways this 
will prevent traffic from taking a shortcut through the car park and Highways no 
longer object on road safety grounds. 

 
5 RECOMMENDATION :-  
 

Approve – subject to the installation of a barrier and the other conditions 
required by Highways. 
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